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By application dated February 21, 1997, Airline

Management Limited (IIAML1') seeks U.S.-U.K charter exemption

authority in order, inter alia, to operate San Juan-London

nonstop service on behalf of British Airways Plc ("British

Airways") , which presently offers such service pursuant to a

subservice arrangement with another carrier. The Government

of Puerto Rico urges the Department to grant the AML

application promptly.

Very little needs to be said about the importance of

international air service to Puerto Rico. Because of the

critical relationship between air service and economic

development, the Administration of Governor Pedro Rossello

has made air service expansion a top priority. The

Department itself has assisted Puerto Rico's efforts by

announcing its "open skies for Puerto Rico" policy.



Government of Puerto Rico
Answer
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Puerto Rico has benefitted greatly from the San Juan-

London nonstop service that British Airways has been

providing on flights operated by Caledonian Airways. The

service provides Puerto Rico with an important European

link, which is attractive to leisure and business travelers

alike. We understand that British Airways has decided to

switch operators to AML. The Department should award AML

the requisite exemption authority promptly, so that AML may

begin operating on British Airways' behalf at the end of

March, as planned.

WHEREFORE, the Government of Puerto Rico urges the

Department to grant AML's exemption application promptly.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have, this 10th day of March 1997,

caused a copy of the foregoing answer to be served on all

persons listed on the attached service list, by first class mail,

postage prepaid.

Russell E. Pommer
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Suite 310
Washington, D.C. 20005
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John L. Richardson
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Washington, D.C. 20037

Vance Fort
Vice President
Worldcorp., Inc.
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Suite 490
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Robert P. Silverberg
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1101 30th Street, N.W.
Suite 120
Washington, D.C. 20007

Pierre Murphy
One Westin Center
2445 M Street, N.W.
Suite 260
Washington D.C. 20037

David L. Vaughan
Kelley, Drye & Warren
2300 M Street, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20037

William G. Doherty
American Trans Air, Inc.
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Indianapolis, IN 46251-0609

Gary Garofalo
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Washington, D.C. 20036
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Washington, D.C. 20036
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Director, Flight Standards
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Washington, D.C. 20008
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